experiments, the use of diatoms rather than silica particles improves the yield after one extraction round. The use of diatoms has been described as one of the alternatives in the GTC/silica protocol (Boom et al., 1990) . Currently, we have no explanation for this observation, but since diatoms are much larger than size-fractionated silica particles, it is conceivable that diatoms display less stringent requirements for nucleic acids binding.
Although we did not test the -30°C/37°C alternate incubation protocol for removal of coverslips, this suggestion is of interest and may save time.
In conclusion, before definitive conclusions can be drawn about the feasibility of different extraction methods, the effect of fixatives used for preparing Pap smears has to be analysed. Since 1940, colorectal cancer mortality rates (age adjusted to the 1970 US population) in US women has declined with little change in men; the F/M ratio fell from 1.0 to 0.68 (Wingo et al., 1995; Page and Asire, 1985; Riss et al., 1994) . Since 1970, the Nesbraska ratio has declined by over 40%, falling from 0.93 to 0.53, resulting in 200+ fewer deaths annually. From 1987 to 1993, there were no significant gender differences in staging or operability of these tumours in our state (Nebraska Dept. of Health, 1991) .
JMM
Consumer surveys are needed to determine which of these therapies may be most important in contributing to this welcome decrease in the incidence and mortality of colorectal cancer in women, but not yet in men.
